Viscount Halifax

possible he ever missed assisting at daily Mass. Tie picture rises
up before me of many an early Mass in that rather dark private
chapel at Hickleton which he loved so well. I always found that,
however early I went to the chapel to say my preparation before
Mass, there was always kneeling in the front row of seats on the
right, and wrapped in the French cloak which he always wore,
quite still, and almost invisible, the venerable figure of Lord
Halifax. Under his chair was Gyp, his old, much-loved dog, who
never left him night or day and always went to Mass with him, at
any rate at Hickleton. Perhaps there was the light of a pocket
torch if he was using a book; otherwise only the gleam of the
white hair of the bowed head. There "was an intensity about him
and the sense of entire recollection when lie was praying; (it was
always easy to be recollected oneself when he was there;) he made
no movement and was utterly absorbed. During Mass he made
all the responses quiedy but audibly; he received Holy Com-
munion with deep devotion, and, returning to his prayer-desk,
knelt and again remained quite still. And so te did remain for a
long long rime. I have known him not to leave the chapel for his
frugal breakfast for two hours after he had received our Divine
Lord.

On the greater festivals Halifax would be in church at an even
earlier hour than half-past seven, attending all the services
throughout the day. He said Matins to himself, either at nine
o'clock in the chapel or in his own room, and read a little,
generally a meditation from Bishop Challoner, though at one
time a favourite book was Peter Young's Daily Meditations.
Every evening before dinner lie said Evensong. During Holy
Week, which he kept strictly, he read a great deal, often in The
Devonport Manual or in Isaac Williams's books on the Passion,
to which he always turned on Easter Eve. "When his blindness
increased, Fr. Painter or one of Hs children would read the ser-
vices to him.

While this devotional life was the greatest reality, he never